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This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

("Commission") on the request of ALLTEL South Carolina, Inc. ("ALLTEL") for an

additional extension of time in which to file tariffs associated with the State Universal

Service Fund. By Commission Order' No. 2001-996, dated October 10, 2001, the

participating companies in the instant docket were required to file their tariffs associated

with the South Carolina Universal Service Fund (USF) no later than April 1 of each year.

Commission Order No. 2001-996 sets out the guidelines and administrative

procedures for the USF, and provides that after the Initial Phase, on April 1 of each year,

beginning in 2003, each ILEC receiving USF support may file tariff reductions and request

additional USF support to fund the continued removal of implicit support contained in rates.

Such filings will be considered by the Commission and a decision rendered by September 1

of the same year for inclusion in the state USF as sized each October 1. Additionally, Order'

No. 2001-996 provides that companies seeking rate reductions shall also file detailed cost



DOCKET NO.97-239-C- ORDERNO. 2003-384
JUNE6, 2003
PAGE2

dataclearlydemonstratingthatimplicit suppor_existsin theratesthat areproposedto be

reduced. Any suchtariff filings shall bemadeby April 1, 2003 andthe Commission's

decisionwill berenderedby August1,2003.

Previously, ALLTEL was granted extensionsto file the Company's tariffs

associatedwith theUSF by CommissionOrderNos. 2003-210and2003-318,whereby

the deadlineswere extendedto May 1, 2003, and June 1, 2003, respectively.Now,

ALLTEL throughits counsel'sletterof May 29,2003,requestsanadditionalextensionof

time until September'1, 2003,in which to file the Company'stariffs associatedwith the

USF.

In its request,ALLTEL asse_sthat additional time is neededto completethe

necessarycost studiesand evaluatewhether the Companywould apply for' additional

StateUSF atthis time. ALLTEL statesits belief that grantingthisrequestwill enablethe

Commissionto considerall requestsfor additional USF funding, to the extent any

additionalfunding is requestedthis year,on the sameschedule.ALLTEL notesthat the

Commissiongrantedthe SouthCarolinaTelephoneCoalition an extensionof time to

make its tariff filings until September1, 2003. Consideringall requestsfor' additional

USF fundingon the sameschedule,accordingto ALLTEL, will allow the Commissionto

utilize its time andresourcesmoreefficiently andsimplify the implementationprocessof

anOrderapprovinganyrequestsfor additionalUSFfunding.

After review of ALLTEL's request,the Commissionfinds andconcludesthatthe

ALLTEL's requestfor' an additionalextensionof time to file the Company's tariffs

associatedwith theUSF shouldbegranted.
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IT ISTHEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. Thelatestdeadlineof June1, 2003, grantedto ALLTEL in Commission

OrderNo. 2003-318,shall be extendedto September1, 2003, for ALLTEL to file the

Company'stariffs associatedwith theSouthCarolinaUniversalServiceFund.

2. This Ordershall remain in full force andeffectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

MignonL. Clyburn,Chairman

ATTEST:

GaryE. Walsh,ExecutiveDirector

(SEAL)


